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Trong chién dich di tan khoi Sai Gon, may bay tryc thing cta thiy quan luc chién My, khong luc M¥ va hing hang
khong Air America da dua tong cong 1.373 cong dan My va 5.595 cong dan cac nude khac roi khoi Sai Gon.

Ngay 17- 4 - 2009, Cyc Tinh bao trung wong My (CIA) di cong bd trén trang web hd so méi giai mat vé hing hang
khong Air America cua CIA. Air America da tung thyc hién nhiéu di€p vu bi mat trong chién tranh Viét Nam.
Théang 4-1975, trong nhiing ngay chinh quyén Sai Gon sip sup d6, CIA da mo chién dich di tan bing may bay truc
thang 16n nhét trong lich st nuéc My.

Hang hang khong Air America dugc thanh 1ap sau Chién tranh thé gidi thir hai, ban ¢au mang tén Hang van chuyén
hang khong déan sy (CAT), chii yéu thuc hién cac chuyén bay thuong mai & chau A. Nam 1950, CIA bi mat mua lai
hang hang khong nay nham tiép sirc cho cac thé lyc chéng Cong & chau A, dic biét 1a ¢ Lao.

Nhiém vu ctia phi d¢i bi mat

Niam 1959, CIA dbi tén hang thanh Air America. Vé mit chinh thirc, Air America 1a hing hang khong véan chuyén
hang héa va hanh khach. Thyc ra CIA di thanh 1ap mot loat cong ty ma quan 1y Air America dé tao vo boc che gidu
quyén s& hiru.

Air America lay khau hiéu 1a “Bét cir didu gi. Bat cr noi ddu. Bat ctr noi nao. Mot cach chuyén nghiép”, sir dung
cht yéu may bay truc thing va may bay STOL (c6 thé cit canh va ha canh trén dudng bing ngin). Phi cong lam
viéc cho Air America dugc tra thi lao hau hinh, luong mét tudn twong dwong nguyén lwong thang ciia phi cong cac
hang khac.

Theo hd so méi giai mat ctia CIA, tir ngay 13-3 dén 7-5-1954, xuét phat tir san bay Cat Bi (Hai Phong), Air
America da thyc hién 682 diép vu tha hang va binh linh cho quan d6i Phap don tra & cir diém Pién Bién Phu.

Tir ndm 1955-1974, CIA di chi dao Air America thyc hién nhiéu chuyén bay bi mat cung cap khi tai va luong thuc
cho cac lyc lwong chéng Cong tai Lao. Cam dau cac luc luong nay 1a tuéng Vang Pao. Chi trong nim 1970, Air
America di van chuyén gan 21.000 tan lvong thuc sang Lao. Ngoai ra, Air America ciing thuc hién nhiéu hop dong
véi chinh phi My theo thoa thudn véi Bo Ngoai giao My.

Hb so méi giai mat cua CIA ¢ néi dén can cir khong quéan Lima Site 85 & Lao, noi xuét phat cac chuyén bay ném
bom tin pha mién Bac Viét Nam. Bo doi ta da timg tap kich cin ctr nay vao thang 3-1968, tiéu diét 11 phi cong
Mgy. DAy 14 ton thit nhan sy 16n nhit cua khong quan M¥ trén mat dét trong chién tranh Viét Nam. Cac phi cong
con lai séng s6t nho may bay ciia Air America dén giai ciru.

Ho so méi giai mat cua CIA ciing bao gdm cac ban ghi chép ctia nhitng nhan chimg truc tiép trong cudc di tan hon
loan & Sai Gon vao thang 4-1975. Trong hd so ¢6 luu ban tudng trinh cia phi cong Israel Freeman ngay 29-4-1975.
Twong trinh ciia phi cong Israel Freeman

Sau khi lién hé vdi cac cudc di tan & Pa Ning, Nha Trang va Hué, t6i thay rd chung ta chuan bi cho cudc di tan
khoi Sai Gon chua dy du. Van dé déng lo nhét 1a nhién liéu, ké dén 12 an ninh ¢ bai dau may bay. Tai Hué va Da
Néng, do thiéu nhién liéu, hing hang khong ciia ching ta dd mat khong dudi ba truc thing.

Nguyén nhan ching ta khong thé bao dam an ninh cho khu vuec tiép nhién liéu tai cac tram xdng va bai dau truc
thang trong cic co quan quéin sy quan trong khong phai vi ddi phuong dang dén ma vi binh linh ctia chung ta dang
hoang loan.

T6i da thao luan didu ndy véi co trudng Winston. Toi dé nghi phai tim cic khu vuc an toan bén ngoai Sai Gon dé
lam diém tiép nhién liéu va néu can thiét thi b tri ngudi cua chung ta & d6 dé bao dam nhién liéu khong bi mat
cap. Y clia t6i 1a cac khu vure ngoai ria s& khong biét sy kién dang xay ra trong thanh phd, vi vy trong truong hop
hoang loan hoic ddi phuong tin cong vao thanh phd, ching ta van c6 khu vuc an toan dé tiép nhién liéu.
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Co truong Winston cho rang du it hay nhiéu, thiy quan luc chién ciing s& bao dam an ninh bat luan tinh hinh thé
nao. Toi chi con biét ngdm miéng va mot lan nita phai ling nghe nguoi chi biét ngdi vin phong va sai bao nguoi
khac phai lam nay lam no. Ngay tir dau chién dich di tin quan trong ndy, chung t6i da ¢ trong tinh thé v6 cling bét
loi boi d6i ngii quan 1y thién can, khong rat ra dugc bai hoc di dwoc minh ching sinh dong tai Hué, Pa Ning va
Nha Trang vai tuan trudc do.

Du sao, dau ngay (29-4-1975), t6i 1a nguoi dau tién dwa truc thang bdc khoi néc tru sé Co quan Phat trién qudc té
Hoa Ky (USAID) & s6 259 duong Truong Qudc Dung. Khi t6i va phi cong Grady dén tru s¢ chi huy cia Air
America & cin cir khéng quan Tan Son Nht, t6i d& nghi co trudng Winston giao cho t6i may bay. Co trudng bao
toi binh tinh va cho.

Grady bao véi toi ké hoach di tan ¢ ¢ trung tAm thong tin chuyén bay. T6i nhanh chong dén d6 xin mot ban sao rdi
vao phong doi clia phi cong dé xem. Khi t6i dén tang trét, phi cong Frank Andrews xong ra cira néi linh nhay du
Viét Nam Cong hoa da chiém may bay ciia chung t6i. Ho néi néu khong hanh dong, chiing t6i ¢ thé khong con
chiéc may bay nao khi can.

Mot l4n nira t6i yéu cau giao cho t6i may bay. Sau do6 t6i da dugc phép lay bat cir chiéc tryc thing nao dé ché phi
cong tir nha sb 259 dén bai dau truc thing (& cin cit TAn Son Nht).

Phét 1o 1énh chi huy

T6i 1én chiéc méy bay truc thing gan nhat va khoi dong méy. Toi da dwa it nhat bon phi cong va vai nhan vién ki
thuat may bay dén bii dau truc thang ciia Uy ban quéc té kiém soat va giam sat (trong khu6n kho thi hanh Hiép
dinh Paris). Sau d0, t6i bay dén nha s 259 dé dua thém phi cong dén Tan Son Nhit.

Tiép d0, t6i duoc 1énh dua ngudi di tan tir mot dia diém khac. Trén dudng bay, t6i bi hoa luc ddi phuong tdn cong
dir doi, phai dap trd lai noc nha s6 259 dé kiém tra may bay. Nhan vién k¥ thuat kiém tra xong, toi 1én may bay bay
vé bai.

Khéng bao l4u sau, chung t6i nhan duoc thong bao tim cic mai nha trong thanh phd. Téi ha canh xudng diém dap
truc thang s 31. Tiép d6 t6i duge biét diém dap truc thiang nay di chinh thirc dong cira. Sau khi lién lac véi ngudi
chi huy diéu hanh cac diém dau tryc thing trén tau USS Hancock, t6i duoc théng bao phai dua 79 ngudi di tan tir
diém dap nay trude cudi hom nay.

T6i n6 may va ché thém ngudi dén can ctr Tan Son Nhut. Sau khi nghe thong béo bai dau truc thing & Tan Son
Nhirt khong con an toan, t6i dua mot s nguoi nira dén diém dap truc thang s6 38.

Sau d6, phi cong Gartz yéu cau toi yém trg cho tai xé Boyd Mesecher dang khai dong xe tai ché nhién liéu. Trong
khi t6i bay vong vong giam sat, trung tdm chi huy goi bao t6i ha canh dé tranh hao xang. Vi trung tdm chi huy
khong biét chuyén gi dang xay ra va khong biét ai dang 1am gi, t6i phét 10. Cudi ngay, t6i chi con biét dau truc
thing trén mai nha hodc bay toi bay lui gan d6 vi xang khong con nhiéu. Chuyén ha canh cubi ciing cua toi la
xudng tau USS Hancock.

“T6i mudn khang dinh rang trong vai gidy xem qua ké hoach di tan, t6i khong tim thdy phan tom tat, do d6 rat mat
thoi gian nghién ciru. K& hoach di tan khong c6 nhiéu y nghia va hiu nhu v6 dung.

T6i da trao doi véi nhiéu phi cong bay hém d6 va dugce biét khong co phi cong nao dap xudng bét cir diém dap truc
thiang nao nhu ké hoach hudng dan. Va thuc su khong c6 nhiéu phi cong c6 ké hoach nay trude khi roi bai dau truc
thang & can c Tan Son Nhut. Trong cac phi cong co ké hoach di tan, khong ai thiy no hitu ich trir ban d6 chi dan
tim diém dap truc thing trong thanh phé.

.. Su chuyén nghiép cling v6i kha nang 1am viéc nhom giira cac phi cong da bu dap cho mot ké hoach di tan thiéu
chuan bi” (Trich twong trinh cia phi cong Israel Freeman).

Phi d6i tryc thing bi mat ciia CIA: Chién dich mang mat danh Gi6 cudn
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May bay ciia Air America dap xudng Vin phong tiiy vién quan sy My trong cin ¢t TAn Son Nhit nhitng ngdy cudi
thang 4-1975.

Vong vay siét chit Sai Gon. Dai sir My van chua mudn di tan. Giam dbc Air America xuét tuéng.

Pau thang 4-1975, cac tudng My bét dau thao luin phuong an thir tr mang mat danh Gi6 cudn (Frequent Wind)
nham di tan nguoi My bang may bay truc thang roi khoi Sai Gon.

Tim diém dap truc thing

Trong chién dich nay, hing hang khéng Air America s& dong vai tro quan trong béi 18 chi ¢6 tryc thing hang nhe
Bell UH-1 Huey ctia Air America méi dap duoc xudng cac noc nha ¢ trung tdm Sai Gon, con truc thiang hang ning
ctia thity quan luc chién My thi thua.

Air America da cam két véi cac tudng My lac nao ciing san sang dap Gmg 25 trong tong s 28 may bay truc thing
ctia hang. Do thiéu phi cong nén nhiéu tryc thing ciia Air America chi bay véi mot phi cong. Khong quan My nhan
dinh diéu nay rat nguy hiém nhung Air America trin an rang di quen voi nhirng tinh hudng nhu vay.

Ngay 7-4-1975, phi cong ky cyu Nikki A. Fillipi dai dién cho Air America da trinh dién Nhom hoach dinh déac biét
ctia Trung tim kiém soat di tan dit tai try s&' Van phong tiy vién quan sy My (DAO) trong cin cir khong quan Tan
Son Nhut.

Trach nhiém cua Fillipi 1a khao sat 37 noc nha & trung tim Sai Gon dé xem lam diém dép truc thiang duoc khong.
Cudi cung, Fillipi ¢a hoan thanh nhiém vu chi trong 10 tiéng dii ké hoach dit ra thoi gian t6i thiéu 14 hai ngay. Két
qua da chon dugc 15 noéc nha lam diém don nguoi di tan.

Trong céac cudc hop voi Nhom hoach dinh dac biét, Fillipi nhan manh muén Air America hoan thanh nhiém vu di
tan thi phai d4p mg ba yéu cau: Bao dam an toan tai diém dap may bay; bao dam noi tiép nhién liéu an toan; lap
mang ludi lién lac riéng cho may bay truc thang.

Giam doc Air America xuit twéng

Tir dau thang 4-1975, Paul Velte (giam ddc diéu hanh Air America) da dich than bay tir Washington (M¥) sang Sai
Gon. Sau khi hoi ¥ kién phi cong Fillipi vé ké hoach di tin bang tryc thang, Velte lién lac v6i chuan tuéng khong
quan Richard Baughn va thiéu tuéng phoé tiy vién quin sy Homer D. Smith.

Paul Velte lo s& chi huy ctia Air America trong san bay Tan Son Nhut s& bi thiét hai nén goi y hai quan My nén
giao mot tau san bay cho Air America lam cin ctr diéu hanh. Paul Velte dé nghi: Tau san bay phai c6 dung cu can
thiét dé stra chita, cung cép nhién liéu va tau phai luon di chuyén doc bo bién; quan doi My cung cip thém phi cong
cho Air America dé mdi truc thing c6 du hai phi cong.

Chuén tuéng Richard Baughn dong cam véi yéu cau ciia Paul Velte nhung néi khong thé cho muon tau san bay ma
chi tam thoi giao 30 phi cong dé mdi tryc thing ctia Air America c6 du hai phi cong.

DPai st My Graham Martin nhan dugc tin dién biét nhu vay da tirc gidn glri ngay thu khén bac dé nghi cia chuén
tuéng Richard Baughn, dong thoi chi thi dinh chi chirc trach ctia Baughn trong khong quan va ra 1énh Baughn phai
o1 khoi Sai Gon.

Ngay 12-4-1975, lit doan 9 thuy quén luc chién My gitt nhiém vu cung cAp may bay truc thing va bao dam an ninh
cho chién dich Gi6é cudn d3 giri phai doan dén tham van vé6i dai st Graham Martin vé ké hoach dang thuc hién.
Martin néi véi ho ké hoach di tan phai dugc thuc hién than trong toi da va ong s€ khong tha thir cho bat ctr biéu
hién nao cho thiy ngudi My ¢6 ¥ dinh roi bé mién Nam.

Hoém sau, dich than chuan tuéng tu 1énh lit doan 9 Richard E. Carey bay sang Sai Gon gip dai st Martin. Cudc gip
rat lanh nhat, khong c¢6 két qua gi va duong nhu lam dai st Martin cau kinh.

Cong khai tham gia di tian

Trong khi d6, tinh hinh quan sy tiép tuc x4u. Di phuong dang siét chit vong viy. Ngay 21-4, Tong thdng Nguyén
Van Thiéu tur chirc.

Cung ngay, lit doan 9 thity quén luc chién lap van phong mit tran tai try s6 DAO. Tru sd DAO cung véi s6 chi huy
ctia Air America phia bén kia duong duoc chon 1am noi xuét phat cua chién dich Gié cudn. Trong khi d6, thiéu
tudng tiry vién pho quan sy Homer D. Smith giri mot bire dién vé Washington dé nghi gtri ngay mot trung doi thity
quan lyc chién dén can ctr Tan Son Nhurt dé kiém soat ngudi di tan.

Ngay 25-4, may bay truc thing clia Air America da bdc 40 linh thity quan lyc chién tir tau sdn bay USS Hancock
dau ngoai khoi bién Pong vé tru s DAO.
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Dén gio phut nay, Air America khong con tim cach giit bi mét nita. Cu thé 14 sang ngay 28-4-1975, Giam dbc Air
America Paul Velte da tiép xtc v6i tro Iy dic biét George Jacobson phu trach vé van dé di tan cua toa dai st My tai
Sai Gon.

Jacobson din hop ddng giita Air America v6i Co quan Phat trién qubc té My (USAID) va yéu cau Air America
phai dé lai bon tryc thing cing tim phi cong bam Can Tho, noi dat toa lanh sy My. Paul Velte phan tng lai ngay,
noi rﬁng néu vay Air America s€ vi pham cam két phai tac truc 25 truc thang phuc vu chién dich di tan tai Sai Gon
va 6ng thong bao van diéu truc thing vé Sai Gon bat chap hop dong véi USAID.

Dén cudi ngay, Paul Velte biét tu 1énh lit doan 9 Richard E. Carey quyét dinh khong cung cap binh linh bao vé an
ninh cho bai dau may bay cua Air America & Tan Son Nhit mac du da hira trude d6 mot tudn. Velte nhiéu 1an dién
thoai thuyét phuc Carey nhung khong thanh cong.

Can cir Tan Son Nhirt bi viy ham

Hb so méi giai mat cua CIA ngdy 17-4 méi day dd minh chimg céc tai liéu cong b trude do 1a ding sy that, trong
do6 co tai li€u cua gido su st hoc danh du E. Merton Coulter (Pai hoc Georgia, My) va nhan vién tinh bao CIA
Anthony F. Czajkowski.

Theo E. Merton Coulter va Anthony F. Czajkowski, 5 gio 30 chiéu ngay 28-4-1975, giam dbc Paul Velte hop véi
bd phan lanh dao Air America tai can ctr Tan San Nhut dé danh gia dién bién tinh hinh. Pang hop, Velte nghe c6
tiéng may bay bay trén dau.

Nim may bay phan lyc Cessna A-37 Dragonfly dang ném bom cin ctr Tan San Nhit. Mot loat bom nd lam v kinh
ctra s6 sau lung chd Velte ngdi. Ba truc thing Fairchild AC-119 va vai chiéc van tai Douglas C-47 bi pha huay. Lira
chay khap noi. Ban dau moi ngudi ctr tuong dao chinh, khi dinh than lai méi biét vu ném bom da bao hiéu dbi
phuong bat dau tin cong Sai Gon.

Gan 4 gio sang ngay 29-4-1975, quan d6i mién Bic bat diu nd phéo vao cin cit TAn Son Nhit. Mot trai phao roi
trang tru s& DAO. Trong cin ham chat chdi bén ngoai s¢ chi huy Air America, khoang 15 nhan vién Air America
khong ngét kéu khoc va cau nguyén.

5 gio 30, hda lyc cua dbi phuong van chua ngét. Mot tiéng sau, Giam ddc Paul Velte triéu tap cudc hop 6 tru so
USAID. Hau hét phi cong Air America dang tra ngu tai ddy. Pén rang dong, phio van tiép tuc roi xuéng Tan Son
Nhut. Quan doi Sai Gon quyét dinh dong cua san bay, chi chira 16i ra vao cho xe quan su.

7 gio sang, dau hiéu dang lo ngai xuat hién. Mot may bay tryc thang Fairchild AC-119 ctia quan d6i Sai Gon da bi
mot qua tén ltra vac vai Strella ciia quan d6i phuong béan bdc chay.

Giita thang 4-1975, CIA nhan dinh kha ning quan d6i mién Bac danh chiém Sai Gon 1a diéu khong thé ngin can
duogc nira. Chién dich cua Ha Noi thuc su bét dau vao ngay 6-1-1975. Tinh Phude Long cach Sai Gon 120 km roi
vao tay d6i phuong. Ct dim tiép theo xay ra vao ngay 10-3-1975 & cao nguyén Buén Ma Thudt. Hai su doan d6i
phuong dugc xe ting yém trg da nén toi ta mot su doan quan doi Sai Gon.

Ngay 25-4-1975, 15 su doan dbi phuong di bao vay khu vuce Sai Gon. Do viy, trude phan tng chwa mudn di tan
cua dai sir Graham Martin, ngay ca Ngoai trudng My Henry Kissinger ciing lo ngai. Sau nay Kissinger da viét lai
nhu sau: “D6i mat voi tham hoa can k&, Martin quyét dinh cung chét dim v&i con tau...”. Thuc su dai st Martin
ludng Iy chua mudn di tan vi s¢ s& lam by may chinh quyén Sai Gon tan ri nhanh chéng hon.

Phi d¢i tryc thang bi mat cua CIA: Cudc thao chay déy bét tric

Tau My ngoai bién Dong chd dua nguoi di tan. Anh chyp tir tau san bay USS Hancock.

Khong khi di tan bang tryc thing trudc khi Sai Gon that thu. May bay Air America bi cudp.

Rang sang 29-4-1975, cin cir khong quan Tan Son Nhut bi doi phao. Nhan thy tinh hinh ngay cang x4u, giam déc
hang hang khong Air America cia CIA dang c6 mat tai Sai Gon da chi thi cho di tan toan by may bay khong phai
canh quat. Lac nay, dai st My tai Nam Viét Nam Graham Martin budc phai chép nhén ké hoach di tan khan cép.
Chién dich Gié cubn dién ra trong bdi canh hén loan.
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Sau khi xem xét tinh hinh & can cit TAn Son Nhit, thiéu tudng phé tiy vién quan sy My Homer D. Smith thong béo
cho dai sit My Graham Martin biét phuong 4n di tan bang may bay khong phai canh quat c6 thé s& khong thuc hién
dugc. Tuy nhién, dai st Martin khong dong y. Martin néi van con 10.000 ngudi can di tan va Martin muén dich
than dén Tan Son Nhit kiém tra.

May bay Air America bi cuép

9 gi0 sang 29-4-1975, dai st Graham Martin c6 mat tai can ctr khong quan Tan Son Nhut véi vé run 1ap cap. Hoa
luc ctia @i phuong di diu bot. Coalson 14 phi cong dau tién 1ai truc thing sang tru s¢ Co quan Phat trién quéc té
Hoa Ky (USAID) dé dua phi cong ciia Air America trd vé Tan Son Nhit 1dy may bay. Chuyén bay ay suyt tro
thanh tham kich.

Truc thing ciia Coalson vira dau trén noc tru so USAID, it nhat chin phi cong di tia 1én. Do méy bay chd day xang,
Coalson nghi khong thé cat canh theo chiéu thing dimg nén quat bao ai d6 xuéng nhung khong ai nghe. Cudi cling,
mdt phi cong trin an s& khong ¢ van dé gi.

Coalson c6 cho may bay chay i hét ¢ ra sau dé 1iy da cit canh. May bay lui dén bo tudng, canh quat dot nhién
ngimg quay. Chi con cach duy nhit 1a lao may bay t6i dé Iy toc d6. May man canh quat khoi dong lai, néu khong
chic chin toan b da bo mang.

Trong lc cac phi cong Air America bay di di lai lai dua phi hanh doan Air America tir trung tm Sai Gon vé Tén
Son Nhiit, Coalson nhan dugc 1énh cing vai phi cong Victor Carpenter bay sang sdn quan vot ¢ tru s& Vian phong
Tuy vién quan su My (DAO) dé rudc khach di tan ra tau USS Blue Ridge ctia ham déi 7 chd ngoai bién Pong.
Hanh trinh bay yén 6n. Ra dén tau, trong khi Coalson xin tiép nhién liéu, dot nhién Victor Carpenter noi khong bay
nita. Sau d6, nhan vién k¥ thuat nguoi Philippines ciing nhay xudng mdy bay va noi khong tré lai Sai Gon nira. Thé
la Coalson phai quay lai Sai Gon mt minh.

Gan 10 gio ngay 29-4-1975, mot nhan vién giam sat ciia Air America dén béo cdo voi co trudng Winston rang phi
cong quan doi Sai Gon dd cudp may bay cua Air America. Trude do, Air America ciing di bi cudp sau chiéc. Co
truong Winston budc phai chi dao cho cac phi cong Air America cir ldy bét clr may bay truc thiang nao c6 thé cat
canh dugc dé dua nguoi di tan.

Di tin, manh ai niy lo

Chién dich Gié cudn dién ra trong bdi canh hét strc ri ram. Phi cong Fillipi da sap xép dua mot xe bon chd 45.000
lit xdng vao ddu ¢ tru s DAO. Dém 28 hoac 29-4-1975, xe bon di dau khong r6. Giam dbc Air America Paul Velte
phai cho tryc thing di tim. Tryc thing tim thay xe bon trong mot khu dat. Tuy nhién khong thé bom xing ra khoi
xe bon vi binh dién xe qua yéu.

Khéng du xing, truc thing cua Air America phai hoat dong han ché va phai bay ra tau ciia ham d6i My xin tiép
nhién liéu. Du vay, chi huy cac tau My lai don tiép Air America khong miy than thién vi ho hoan toan khong biét
Air America 1a mot phan quan trong cua chién dich Gié cuén.

Nan nhén dau tién cta thai d6 lanh nhat 13 phi cong David B. Kendall. Kendall bay chiéc truc thang Bell 205
N47000 ché khach di tan trong diéu kién hét stc t6i t¢, khong may phat dién, khong radio lién lac. Khi Kendall bay
ra dén tau USS Blue Ridge, diu ri ra phu kin ca kinh chén gié.

Kendall xin tiép nhién liéu va stra chita may bay nhung si quan trén tu yéu cau cho may bay 14t xudng bién.
Kendall phan d6i. Nhan vién trén tau lién thdo cira may bay. Cudi cing Kendall phai nghe 151, 1ai may bay chui miii
xudng mit nude rdi nhay ra ngoai nhung bi roi xudng bién, may ma duoc vét 1én an toan.

Hai phi cong Donald R. Buxton va Dennis C. Eisler cta Air America di trén chiéc Bell 204B N8535F ché 10 khach
bay ra tau USS Blue Ridge. Trén trdi day truc thing cia khong quan Sai Gon dang xoay x& dap xudng tau. Bay
vong vong 30 phit, Buxton dugc phép ha canh.

Mot st quan hai quin yéu ciu x6 may bay xudng bién. Buxton cii lai ring phai quay vé Sai Gon dé tiép tuc chién
dich di tan. ST quan no lanh ling noéi quan d6i My sé€ lo nhiém vu éy va khong can dén Air America nira. Sau do,
hai phi cong Air America bi ap giai xudng dudi boong.

11 gio 30 ngay 29-4-1975, giam ddc Paul Velte quyét dinh chuyén hoat dong diéu hanh ctia Air America sang try
s6 DAO cho an toan hon. Dén noi, Velte méi biét ké hoach cung cap xing dau cho doi bay Air Ameriaca da bj pha
san.

Truec thing di tin bi bin

Trude do, gan 11 gio cing ngay, dai st Graham Martin budc phai quyét dinh ra 1énh di tan khan cap khoi Sai Gon
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di nira thang trudc khéng dong y. Thé nhung may bay cua thiy quan luc chién My chua thé trién khai ngay vi dén
12 gio 15, chuan tuéng tu 1énh Iit doan 9 thity quén luc chién My méi nhan dugc 1énh tién hanh chién dich Gi6
cudn.

Mii dén 3 gio chiéu, 12 tryc thing vén tai Sikorsky CH-53 Sea Stallion ctia thity quan lyc chién (mdi chiéc cho 38
nguoi) méi ha canh xudng tru so DAO va bit dau dwa nguoi di tan. Mot sb truc thing vén tai Boeing CH-46 Sea
Knight nho hon (chd 17 ngudi) ciing tham gia dwa ngudi tir toa dai st My ra tau. Vé phan Air America, giam ddc
Paul Velte chi gom dugc 13 truc thiang tiép tuc chd ngudi di tan tir cac néc nha.

Cudi ngay 29-4-1975, tinh hinh an ninh tai cac diém dap truc thing hét sirc toi t&. Hau hét nguoi My di di tan
nhung rat nhidu ngudi Viét Nam hoang loan chen nhau trén cic noc nha.

Hai phi cong Larry Stadulis va David B. Kendall dén chd Edward Twiford, nhan vién CIA vé huu dugc thué giup
Air America vé tai chinh. Ong ta dimg trén noc tru s6 USAID giita mot bién nguoi Viét Nam.

Stadulis va Kendall quyét dinh ha d6 cao dé Ralph Begien (giam déc Trung tim thong tin chuyén bay cua Air
America) nhanh tay kéo Twiford vao truc thang roi bdc 18n that nhanh. Truc thing vira bdc 1én, bén ngudi dan éng
Viét Nam du bam theo cang. Nhitng nguoi ¢ dudi nd sing bén theo nhung may mén may bay khong hé héan gi.
Ralph Begien c6 nhoai nguoi kéo bon ngudi bam cang vao may bay. Cudi cing truc thing ciing ha canh an toan
xudng tau sin bay USS Midway.

Troi sap toi, giam ddc Paul Velte ra 1énh ngimg di tan. 17 chiéc tryc thing cta Air America da yén vi trén cac tau
M§¥ ngoai bién Dong. Pa sd dau trén tau san bay USS Hancock. Trong khi d6, may bay tryc thing cua thiy quan
luc chién My vén tiép tuc ché ngudi di tan dén sang hom sau.

7 gid 53 ngay 30-4-1975, ngudi cudi cing di tan 14 tiy vién thity quan luc chién & toa dai st My. Sau d6, Sai Gon
that thi. Tinh tong cong doi tryc thang ciia CIA Air America di dua hon 1.000 nguoi di tan an toan. Ngay
5-5-1975, Paul Velte nhan duoc buc dién ctia Giam doc CIA William Colby béo tin Air America da hoan thanh
hoat dong tac chién tai Viét Nam.

(Tai liéu tham khao: Ho so giai mat cua CIA ngay 17-4, tai liéu cua giao su su hoc danh dy E. Merton Coulter va
nhan vién CIA Anthony F. Czajkowski)

Theo yéu cau cta si quan CIA phu trach hang khong O.B. Harnage, may bay truc thing cuia Air America di bay
dén chung cu Pittman & s6 22 Gia Long (hién nay la duong Ly Tu Trong), noi & ctia trg 1y truong phan bo CIA tai
Sai Gon. Diém dap trén mai nha qua hep, nhitng ngudi di tan phai dung thang leo 1én néc. Phong vién ciia hang tin
UPI da chup dugc khoanh khic O.B. Harnage nghiéng ngudi kéo nhitng ngudi khac tir thang 1én truc thang. Buc
anh da nhanh chong truyén di khip thé gidi va trd thanh mot trong nhitng khoanh khac lich str danh dau chién dich
thao chay khdi Sai Gon cua nguoi My.

LE LINH
http://www.phapluattp.vn/news/can-canh/view.aspx?news_id=251550
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